Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 11th July 
Other Members:
Councillors M. Farrelly (Vice Chairman), L. Hatrick, F. McCoy, D. Minogue, P. McGeough, P. McKenny, F. Malone
Apologies:
Councillor M. Kavanagh (Chairperson)

Councillor J. Tenanty


Miriam Roe, Town Clerk




Officials:

J. McGuinness, Director of Services





P. Judge, Senior Executive Engineer





B. Walsh, Museum Curator






-------------------------------

MINUTE 48/12
Minutes
The minutes of the AGM of 13th June 2012 were proposed by Cllr. D. Minogue and seconded by Cllr. P. McKenny.  
The minutes of the monthly meeting of 13th June 2012 were proposed by Cllr. P. McKenny and seconded by Cllr. F. Malone.

MINUTE 49/12
Matters Arising

A discussion took place in relation to the current status of any amendments to the Pay Parking Scheme.  J. McGuinness, DOS advised that he was still in consultation with the Traders and whatever recommendation he was making would be brought back to Ardee Town Council for their information.  
A number of subsequent matters were discussed and included requests for suspension of Parking Bye-Laws for the Ardee Turfmans Festival, incentivisation initiatives and Bypass implications. 
MINUTE 50/12
Housing Adaption Grant
J. McGuinness confirmed that he had written personally to the Department in relation to the Louth allocation and had been given an indication by the Department of Environment, Housing Section that some money may be available based on other local authorities not utilising their allocation.

MINUTE 51/12
Votes of Congratulations
On the proposal of Cllr. D. Minogue and seconded by Cllr. P. McKenny the members proposed a vote of congratulations to Cllr. F. McCoy on his election as Cathaoirleach of Louth County Council in particular that he is the first Chairman of Louth County Council from Ardee for a considerable period.
A subsequent discussion ensued in relation to the utilising of the pact with regard to election of Chairpersons.  
On the proposal of Cllr. F. Malone and seconded by Cllr. M. Farrelly a vote of congratulations was passed to the County Manager, Conn Murray on his recent appointment as the new Manager of Limerick City and County Council.

MINUTE 52/12
Ardee Castle Update
B. Walsh, Museum Curator gave an update in relation to the use and development of Ardee Castle and the likely timescale involved.  A number of subsequent issues were raised.
· Ardee Mace being sought for public display.

· Access to upper floors and turrets.

· Commitment to opening the castle in its refurbished state by September 2013.

· The planning and conservation considerations which impact on its redevelopment.

Contributions were acknowledged in relation to financial contributions made by the former Ardee Town Commissions, Ardee Credit Union and Ardee Development Company.

The members unanimously wished the project well.

MINUTE 53/12
Planned Works
P. Judge, Senior Executive Engineer circulated a report of works done.  He also advised on the implications of the recent bad weather on the delivery of works as a significant amount of resources had been diverted to flood alleviation works.
A number of subsequent matters were discussed and noted 
· Including the work completed by the Ardee Tidy Towns on the roundabout at the Dundalk Road which was complemented.

· A request for a sign at the Jumping Church at Kildemock.

· Restoration of a sign at the old parochial house commemorating the visit of Erskine Childers, tUachtaran na hEireann.

· Request for litter bins at Ulster Bank and at bus stop on Link Road.
MINUTE 54/12
Notice of Motions
From Cllr. Farrelly commented on the lack of motions submitted by the members and that requests for information should be channelled through Motions for future meetings.

MINUTE 55/12
Notice of Question
(i) Cllr. P. McGeough

“Why was there no recognition of this council at the National Famine Commemoration in Drogheda?”

Response
Members noted that an invite had been issued by the Department on this matter and Cllr. Farrelly responded accordingly.

Some discussion took place with regard to the protocol of visits by dignitaries to Ardee and the request that such events should always involve the first reception being given by the Chair of Ardee Town Council.  This was unanimously agreed.
MINUTE 56/12
Motions from other Councils
Donegal County Council – “Donegal County Council requests the Minister for Health and Children, Dr. James Reilly to instruct the HSE to carry out, as a matter of urgency, a review of the Long Term Illness Scheme with a view to including Long Term Debilitating Illnesses which are not presently recognised by the present Scheme.”
Buncrana Town Council – “That Buncrana Town Council write to Noel Brett of the Road Safety Authority regarding the Road Safety Strategy 2013-2020 document which is being developed at present, asking them to incorporate training for cyclists as part of the plan and also to develop an accredited course for Ireland.”
Both motions were proposed by Cllr. Leonard Hatrick and seconded by Cllr. D. Minogue.
MINUTE 57/12
Correspondence
NRA – In relation to tolls, the comments were noted.
Office of the Minister for Housing – In relation to Housing Adaption Grants, the comments were noted.

An Garda Siochana – In relation to speeding at Rockfield Court, the comments were noted.

Conferences – It was noted that Cllr. Farrelly and Cllr. Tenanty would be attending the AMAI conference in September.  J. McGuinness circulated details of the LAMA conference for late September.

MINUTE 58/12

Any Other Business

A vote of congratulations was passed to those involved in a recent river rescue at Riverside Walk which involved Cllr. Farrelly.
In this discussion, Cllr. McCoy appealed to all to ensure that life-rings are left at all water safety locations and this was unanimously agreed.

Cllr. Hatrick thanked all his colleagues for the good wishes received during his recent illness and subsequent hospital treatment.

Cllr. Minogue requested that the council become actively involved in seeking permanent sports facilities for the youth in Ardee in particular.  J. McGuinness advised the members that the local authority have no funding streams or mechanism to deal with these issues but acknowledged the lack of facilities.  He also referred to the adopted Sports and Recreation Strategy which sought commitments from various sporting bodies and school facilities to share facilities for the greater good of the community.

Cllr. Malone raised the matter in relation to unoccupied houses at Curt na hAbhainn in the voluntary facility managed by Oaklee Housing Association.  J. McGuinness responded that he had been in discussions with Oaklee with regard to the taking over of the remaining units but that there had been delays from the various legal perspectives.
Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
